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Therefore, I direct you to identify and re-
port back to me within 90 days on strategies
to promote better health for our Nation’s
youth through physical activity and fitness,
including:

1. Promoting the renewal of physical
education in our schools, as well as
the expansion of after-school pro-
grams that offer physical activities and
sports in addition to enhanced aca-
demics and cultural activities;

2. Encouraging participation by private
sector partners in raising the level of
physical activity and fitness among
our youth; and

3. Promoting greater coordination of ex-
isting public and private resources
that encourages physical activity and
sports.

In developing these strategies, you shall
work with the U.S. Olympic Committee, and
other private and nongovernmental sports or-
ganizations, as appropriate.

By identifying effective new steps and
strengthening public-private partnerships,
we will advance our efforts to prepare the
Nation’s young people for lifelong physical
fitness.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not availble for verification
of the content of this memorandum.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on the
Tobacco Settlement Lawsuit

June 23, 2000

I am pleased today that the House of Rep-
resentatives voted decisively to support the
interests of the American people over those
of the special interests. This action will help
support the Justice Department’s litigation to
recover billions of dollars in tobacco-related
health costs. I commend the bipartisan ef-
forts led by Representatives Waxman, Evans,
Meehan, Hansen, Ganske, and others who
worked tirelessly to ensure that justice is car-
ried out.

Proclamation 7324—50th
Anniversary of the Korean War and
National Korean War Veterans
Armistice Day, 2000
June 23, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fifty years ago, on June 25, 1950, armed

forces from North Korea shattered the peace
in the Land of the Morning Calm as they
crossed the 38th Parallel and launched an
invasion of South Korea. The communist
forces advanced rapidly and, at the outset,
appeared close to easy victory. President
Truman, recognizing the threat to our South
Korean allies and their democracy, re-
sponded swiftly and decisively. Through the
United Nations Security Council, he mar-
shaled international opposition to the inva-
sion and, on June 27, 1950, committed the
first U.S. forces to combat in South Korea.

On some of the world’s harshest terrain,
through the scorching heat of summer and
the numbing cold of winter, American troops
fought with steely determination and uncom-
mon courage. As they gained ground, push-
ing the North Koreans back toward the 38th
parallel, American families began to hope
that our troops would be home by Christmas.
But in November, at the Yalu River in North
Korean territory, American forces encoun-
tered a new and daunting antagonist: Chi-
nese forces had joined their North Korean
allies, and the tide of battle turned once
again.

Through months of attack and counter-
attack, falling back and regaining ground,
U.S. troops and our allies refused to succumb
to enemy forces. The war dragged into a
bloody stalemate and long, bitter talks en-
sued. Finally, negotiators signed an armistice
agreement at Panmunjom on July 27, 1953.
North Korea withdrew across the 38th par-
allel, and the Republic of South Korea re-
gained its status as a free, democratic nation.
For the first time in history, a world organiza-
tion of nations had taken up arms to oppose
aggression and, thanks largely to the valor,
skill, and perseverance of almost 2,000,000
Americans, had succeeded.
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